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	        Closing Minnesota 2020: A Farewell from John Van Hecke


                        Minnesota 2020 moved Minnesota’s public policy debate forward for seven and a half years, from 2007-2014. Hundreds of volunteer writers, researchers and activists helped millions of Minnesotans focus on what really matters: education, healthcare, transportation and economic development. As a result, 2014 Minnesota looks different and better than 2007 Minnesota. Conservative “no new taxes” policies were all the rage. Implementing those policies carried consequences. By 2007, Minnesota’s roads and bridge infrastructure were rapidly crumbling and, in the tragic case of the I-35W bridge, literally falling apart. Minnesota’s…

            
        

        

		

	        
	        

	            [image: ]

	            Valuing the Whole Child: Education Beyond Test Scores


	            	            The Pawlenty era was a tough time for Minnesota school districts, who saw state education aid stagnate or shrink in the face of inflation. Many communities proved how much they value their school systems by agreeing to take on higher property tax burdens so that their schools could make up the difference ...
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	            Delivering Dollars: 2014 Homeowner Property Tax Report


	            	            In 2014, Minnesota homeowners will experience the largest property tax reduction in twelve years and will begin to benefit from the most significant reform of homestead taxation in at least three decades. 
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	                Lee Egerstrom:	                	                	                and Leigh Rosenberg, Minnesota Housing Partnership:	            


	            Uneven Recovery: A Look Back at Minnesota’s Housing Crisis
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	            What’s the Buzz on Bees?
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            The Game is Rigged for Girls and Women, Too

            
            How frustrating is it when you’ve grown skilled at playing a game with one set of rules, only to have everyone else start playing a different game without telling you? In a way, that’s what happens to women in the transition between education and employment. A recent meta-analysis of hundreds…

            
            Take This Job and Love It

            
            We are awash in employment, unemployment and underemployment statistics here at home and abroad, but only less scientific surveys shed light on how well people enjoy their work. Even less is known about what helps people enjoy their jobs, or how a happy workplace might also be a healthier workplace.…

            
            The Many Paths to Improvement

            
            Despite what it may look like from a distance, there are more than two sides to the conversation about education reform. One presentation of a different approach comes from Minnesota-based Education Evolving, whose Ted Kolderie recently wrote an intriguing commentary for Education Week. Kolderie’s piece gets right to the heart…
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